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Somers Neighbourhood Watch – has changed. 
 

At the 2021 November AGM, Denise Kempster retired after 15 years as Coordinator/Newsletter Editor 
Also retiring were Assistant Coordinator Sue Mansie and Secretary/Treasurer Ron Kempster. 
We were however delighted to welcome Christine Malbon as the new Coordinator.   
 

Although the new structure is yet to be finalised the SRA has agreed to provide ongoing support for 
office bearer positions.  This cooperation between community groups is a wonderful outcome and a 
great way keep Somers Neighbourhood Watch alive, as without this support Somers NHW would have 
ceased. 
 

There is not a lot of crime in Somers, but opportunistic thefts are fairly common and alerting residents 
is important. You may remember that NHW did prove valuable in uniting the community and assisting 
police to identify offenders during an unusual crime wave a few years ago.   
 

Sincere thanks to the regular meeting attendees for their support of NHW over many years, and a 
special mention to Ron Kempster & Dave Pullin for their work on the House Number project.  This 
initiative has been strongly welcomed by the emergency services and it will continue, so please use 
the NHW/SRA drop box to order your house number.  
 

______________________________________________________________ 
 

CRIME IN SOMERS   
 
 
 
 
 

 

Due to ongoing Covid restrictions, local crime statistics as we have known them, have not been 
available and it is uncertain if/when this will change.  NHW will however keep in touch with our police 
liaison officer and keep you as informed as we can. 

 

Those who attended the NHW AGM in November enjoyed a very interesting time with our police 
representative SC Andrew Ellams, who along with answering many questions demonstrated & 
explained all the equipment the police now wear, irrespective of the weather.  Certainly not 
comfortable when it is hot! 

 

Although we do not have specific statistics, SC Ellams mentioned that bicycles are still very much 
a target for thieves.  As most of the crime in Somers is opportunistic, riders are encouraged to chain 
/ lock their bike, when unattended, to a solid object or join several bikes together and always store 

them in a secure place at home.  
 

 Somers Neighbourhood Watch 
  

 Let’s watch out for each other 
                       Neighbourhood Watch Victoria Inc .  A0018739R 

                                 http://www.nhw.com.au   Email: admin@nhw.com.au 

 

Do you know that you can borrow an engraver from NHW?   
One way of assisting the return of a stolen item is to clearly 
identify your ownership using your driving licence number. 

Crime prevention and insurance agencies, national peak bodies and other organisations 

recommend that you store your keys out of sight and always keep your home 

locked (even while at home). 

http://www.nhw.com.au/
mailto:admin@nhw.com.au
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Where Should I Keep My Car Keys? Courtesy: NHW Victoria E-News  ( slightly reduced) 

Around 70% of post 2001 cars are stolen using their own keys. The question now is whether people 
should be hiding their keys. The days of “hot- wiring” a car to steal it are largely gone. Modern car 
electronics mean thieves need the actual keys to steal a car. As a result, they are having to change 
their modus- operandi.  Thieves are now stealing car keys during residential burglaries, to allow 

them to take the vehicles — a relatively new phenomenon referred to as “car key burglaries”.  
 

Keeping keys out of sight can stop your car being stolen. 
Keeping your keys out of sight, so they are not on display in your home, visible from outside through 
windows and doors or left in easy-to-access locations, can help stop your keys and, consequently 
your car, being stolen. Some people are concerned hiding their keys will encourage a criminal to 
come further into your house or attack you. This is very unlikely to be the case. Opportunistic 
offenders try to avoid detection and confrontation and there is no evidence to conclude that hiding 
the keys will change their behaviour and encourage confrontation.  
 

Confrontations during burglaries are low  
The frequency of confrontations during conventional burglaries is low, and the frequency of 
confrontations during “car key” burglaries is likely to be lower because of a limited search radius and 
less time spent in the home. 
Contemporary academic research suggests that:  
• People hiding their keys at home is unlikely to have negative consequences; 

• There is little risk that hiding keys will do more harm than good; 
• That those who commit car key burglaries are car thieves and do not have a propensity for 

violence.  

To reduce the risk of harm -if you are confronted, police encourage you to comply with 
demands.  

For Emergency – Call 000 or Mobile 112 (no pin numbers required) 

For the police but not the sirens - Phone 131 444 

Thank you to Galaxy Printers, Hastings, for the copying & folding of this newsletter 


