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Somers Post Office  

What is the SRA? SRA Focus 2021
The Somers Residents Association Inc (SRA) is all about you.  We are 
an incorporated not-for-profit, volunteer, member-run organisation 
made up of dedicated locals who care about the issues of the broader 
Somers community be they social, environmental or economic.  Whilst 
our charter is broad, generally we liaise and lobby where necessary, 
with representatives from the Mornington Peninsula Shire, Victorian 
State and Federal Governments and relevant business leaders, for 
the betterment of the Somers community.  So to have your say or to 
support our continued work, please consider joining as a member.  
Membership is open to all full or part-time residents, homeowners 
and renters, living within postcode 3927. Without a strong, united 
community voice, we will never be heard by those who make decisions 
affecting our community.

Renew or become a member: 
https://somers.org.au/become-a-member/

Somers Residents are delighted to welcome Umang 
and Rachana Munsha, the new franchisees of the 
Somers Post Office. Umang and Rashana were born 
and married in Gujarat, in the western part of India 
and immigrated to Australia in 2009. They now live 
in Cranbourne with Shlok, their 10 year old son. 

Residents have seen first-hand the challenges 
of running the community Post Office during a 
Covid-19 lockdown and appreciate the efforts that 
have been made by the new franchisees to clear 
backlogs of mail and parcels. We wish them well.

• Community Bike Jump Track
• Community Defibrillator Map 
• Community Emergency CPR 
• Koala Safety Signs
• Koala Tree planting  
• Mobile Phone Connectivity
• Somers Primary Support
• Arts Fair Sponsorship
• Wayfinding Project
• Residents Survey 
• Liaison With Council
• Somers foreshores 
• Distributing Community News  

Residents Survey 

The SRA has created the 
following survey to gather 
feedback and ideas as these will 
help us shape an action plan on 
behalf of the Somers community.

Your responses are confidential 
and will be treated with respect. 

Camphill Road Footpath

Briony Hutton

Stage 1 of the footpath which will link The Somers 
General Store to the roundabout at Stone Reserve 
will be going to tender in the next few weeks and 
will commence early 2022.

Cultural artefacts, the details of which cannot be 
disclosed, have been found between Stone Reserve 
and Sandy Point Road. Whilst MPC liaise with the 
Bunurong Elders, there are no firm plans for the 
commencement of Stage 2.

Briony has joined the SRA 
committee. She was born and 
raised on the Mornington Peninsula 
and moved to Somers in 2012. 
She hopes to contribute to a 
better Somers for all residents and 
visitors through her involvement 
with the SRA. 
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Charli, our local environmental activist Somers Primary Capital Works Update

Somers Arts Fair - Diamond Sponsor-
ship & Commissioning of “The Sphere”

Charli is a 12-year-old Somers community hero and an 
inspiration for all who call this beautiful Westernport 
hamlet home. She has been collecting rubbish from 
Somers beach and the flying fox playground for the 
past month. The volume is staggering and sadly, due 
to lockdown popularity, increasing. “I collect about 
six laundry buckets of rubbish along a 500 metre 
stretch of sand, down from the store, and a couple of 
buckets from the flying fox playground. Every day.”

Armed only with two laundry buckets, a pair of 
gardening gloves, and her 10-year-old sister Ella 
(another activist in the making), Charli’s daily 
routine is to collect two buckets of (other people’s) 
rubbish, walk up to The Boulevard carpark bin, 
empty the buckets, and repeat this twice more. The 
most common items Charli picks up are Whizz Fizz 
packets, their tiny spoons, and plastic lollipop sticks. 
“I also find lots of that stuff up at the flying fox park.” 
She also (carefully) picks up lots of smashed glass, 
coffee cups and lids, and cigarette butts. “There 
are heaps of butts under the trees need the post 
office boxes”, says Charli who can’t understand why 
smokers don’t throw them in the bin a mere two 
metres away.

SRA asked Charli what’s the weirdest piece of rubbish 
she’s picked up?

“Fireworks, a washed-up camera, and full dog poo 
bags…this is weird because people have bagged it 
but not put it in the bin.” 

And the biggest piece of rubbish? “An esky and a 
basketball ring.” 

Why did Charli choose the beach? “I know the beach 
is important to people who live down here and its 
health is important to me.”

Charli loves science at school and would like to study 
environmental science. She recently entered the 
Science Talent Search of Victoria with her project: 
how to grow hydroponic plants on Mars. At home 
Charli coordinates the recycling of soft plastics which 
she takes to REDcycle outlets. All the household milk 
lids go to TerraCycle and all the used batteries go to 
Aldi. Jade, her mum, is super proud of the fact Charli 
spends her spare time caring for the environment.

SRA asked if Charli has any other plans for her 
rubbish quest. “Mum has asked the Shire to install 
a bin at the flying fox and another bin is needed at 
The Boulevard carpark. And they need to be emptied 
more often. Charli urges all of us to use Snap Send 
Solve if we see a bin overflowing. 

Other Somers children, and 
adults, are welcome to help 
Charli and Ella once lockdown 
finishes, and some have already 
expressed an interest. 

When the SRA asked Charli what 
she wants to be when she grows 
up, she said an environmental 
activist. 

Guess what? She already is. 

We have received some good news from the Principal 
of Somers Primary School.  It appears that there has 
been some movement on the part of the Victorian 
School Buildings Authority, who have agreed to fund 
the urgent works to the dangerous decking outside 
the School’s Administration Block.  

Thanks to our local MP’s for their efforts to secure 
this funding but the issue remains, that this is only 
a temporary and costly fix and does not address 
the fundamental issue that Somers Primary School 
needs new and permanent buildings to replace 
absolutely outdated and past their lifetime temporary 
demountable buildings.   

So whilst we celebrate this good news, let’s keep the 
pressure on the Education Department and the State 
Government.  The long term goal of the Principal 
and the School Council is that the school facilities 
receive greater attention, particularly the provision 
of a permanent administration building and space for 
community gatherings and indoor recreation.  When 
we are out of lockdown, it is the intention of the SRA 
to ramp up our efforts to keep this matter alive and 
to lobby our local Members of Parliament to support 
this important issue for our school and the Somers 
community.

At the last SRA monthly meeting in August, it was 
agreed that as the Somers Arts Fair is one of the 
most high profiled events on the Somers annual 
calendar, that it would increase it’s sponsorship from 
Silver to Diamond this year.  The substantial increased 
in our financial commitment to the Art’s Fair is 
recognition of how important the event has become 
for the broader Somers community and as a major 
fundraising event for the Somers Primary School.  

In addition to the this, the SRA has resolved to 
commission a major sculpture piece from the well 
known and highly talented Paul Mutimer who’s works 
in previous years have attracted high prices at the 
Art Auction.  We thank Paul for agreeing to complete 
his work “The Sphere” which will be the main auction 
item on the day.
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